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BEDDING

This practice involves forming the surface of flat, poorly drained land into a series of parallel ridges and furrows. The practice is used to create a warm, dry planting bed for establishment of vegetation.

PRACTICE INFORMATION

Bedding is a relatively low cost practice that improves surface drainage and creates an elevated, more favorable planting condition for establishment of field crops, trees, and other types of vegetation. It does not apply to the cultural practice of “listing” or bedding cropland on an annual basis.

The ridges and furrows minimize ponding, provide gradients for removing excess water, permit efficient operation of equipment, and help eliminate mosquito production.

Beds run in the direction of the general slope so that drainage can be provided without causing erosion. Engineering surveys are not needed when the general slope of the land is known. However, the furrows are to be graded toward a natural or constructed outlet with sufficient capacity and protection from erosion.

COMMON ASSOCIATED PRACTICES
Bedding is commonly used as part of a Conservation Management System to facilitate vegetative practices such Tree/Shrub Establishment (612).  

For further information, refer to the practice standard in the local Field Office Technical Guide and associated practice specifications and job sheets.
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Constructed Wetland (656)





C.1 (+/-) Risk, yield, and flexibility























Contour Buffer Strips (332)
























































I.7 (-) Ground waters available for other uses











Filter Strips (393)





I.5 (-) Potential for pesticides, nutrients and organics, pathogens, salinity in ground waters





I.4 (+) Potential for pesticides, nutrients and organics, pathogens, salinity, and sediment in surface runoff





I.1 (+/-) Potential return





1.  Plowing, blading, or other alteration of flat land to elevate the ground surface into a series of broad, low ridges separated by shallow, parallel channels providing positive drainage and increase in depth of soil profile available for plant root zone








Mitigating practice





(+) increase; (-) decrease





Pathway





C.  Cumulative effect





I.  Indirect effect





D.  Direct effect





#.  Created by practice





LEGEND





Bedding (310)





Sediment Basin (350)





I.6   (-) Potential ground water recharge











C.3 (+/-) Health of humans, domestic and wild animals





Pest Management


(595)





Water and Sediment Control Basin (638)





I.3 (+) Potential erosion in drainage channels








C.2 (+/-) Income and income stability 


(individuals and community)








D.4 (+) Surface water runoff








Bedding
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Note: 


Effects are qualified with a plus (+) or minus (-). These symbols indicate only an increase (+) or a decrease (-) in the effect upon the resource, not whether the effect is beneficial or adverse.


  











D.3 (+/-) Soil condition:  


(-) Soil salts and   


     contaminants


(-) Organic matter


(+) Compaction 





Start





Initial setting: Areas with flat to nearly flat topography and with poorly drained soils where there is a need to establish vegetation for a conservation use








D.1 (+) Cost of installation and maintenance





I.2 (+) Potential for noxious and invasive plant growth





D.2 (+) Plant productivity, health, and vigor





C.4 (-) Quality of receiving surface water resources





C.5 (+) Quality of receiving ground water resources























The diagram above identifies the effects expected to occur when this practice is applied according to NRCS practice standards and specifications.  These effects are subjective and somewhat dependent on variables such as climate, terrain, soil, etc.  All appropriate local, State, Tribal, and Federal permits and approvals are the responsibility of the landowner and are presumed to have been obtained.  All income changes are partially dependent upon market fluctuations which are independent of the conservation practices.  Users are cautioned that these effects are estimates that may or may not apply to a specific site.

The following page identifies the effects expected to occur when this practice is applied. These effects are subjective and somewhat dependent on variables such as climate, terrain, soil, etc. All appropriate local, State, Tribal, and Federal permits and approvals are the responsibility of the landowners and are presumed to have been obtained. Users are cautioned that these effects are estimates that may or may not apply to a specific site.  

