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Assessment Project




bl Cover Two Main Topics

COMNSERVATION
SOCIETY

-« SWCS point of view:

— Where did CEAP come from?
— Why is CEAP important?




m@m Where did CEAP come from?

e Senate version of 2002 farm bill
Included many provisions mandating

monitoring, evaluation, and assessment
of conservation programs.
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e House version of 2002 farm bill

contained no such provisions.
Conference report eliminated
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v Why is CEAP important?

e 1985—Advent of the environmental
agenda In agricultural conservation

policy and programs.
— Most profound change In past 60 years.




S Why is CEAP important?

Advent of Environmental Agenda

* Environmental agenda has

reordered our priorities:
— Enhance productivity of agriculture.




Why Is CEAP important?

Changing Priorities
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. Why is CEAP important?

Changing Priorities

1946 JSWC feature: “Land Drainage In
Great Britain.”

Conservation’s contribution to winning the
“Battle of Britain.”




o Why 1s CEAP important?

SOCIETY

e 1946 Priorities

Productivity Resource Base



e Why I1s CEAP important?
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m@m Why 1s CEAP important?
Changing Priorities

 Think about wetlands:

— Up to 1970s we paid farmers to
drain wetlands.
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Why is CEAP Iimportant?

Changing Priorities

« Think about program names and
funding:
— AGRICULTURAL CONSERVATION




@m Why is CEAP important?

SOCIETY
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e Think about changes in law:

— 1935 Soil Conservation & Domestic
Allotment Act.

 Preservation and improvement of soil
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SWCS Point of View
Why Is CEAP important?

 Critical step to respond to

environmental agenda.
Scientific basis for environmental




The 2002 Farm Act has authorized substantially increased
conservation funding, particularly for working lands programs

Billiomns of dollars

Agricultural land preservation

Working lands conservation

Land retirerment

SaurceR Cfce of Budgat and Palcy &nalysis, USDA, and the Congrassicnal Budget Cfce
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Historic Opportunity:
Balanced Agenda

» Repair key landscape functions—Iland
retirement and restoration.

— Hydrology: the amount, timing, and
pathway water reaches streams.




Program
Land Management
Consenvation Technical Assistance
Envronmental Quality Incentives Program
Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program
Farm and Ranch Land Protection Program
Ground and Surface Water Conservation
Small Watershed Rehabilitation

Subtotal

Land Restoration

Conservation Resene Program
Wetlands Resene Program
Grassland Resene Program

Subtotal
TOTAL
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Why is CEAP important?

Will we measure up?

e Scientific basis for advice to
landowners.

— Environmental effect of “practices.”



S Why is CEAP important?

Did we measure up?

o Scientific basis for estimating what
programs have accomplished.
— What are the right questions?




S SWCS Point of View
Why Is CEAP important?

 Build scientific basis for ensuring

we measure up:
— Make good recommendations to




mm SWCS CEAP Activities

Blue Ribbon Panel

o External, policy-level review of
CEAP.

* What should CEAP produce, not how
CEAP should produce it.
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2 CEAP Blue Ribbon Panel

e Pre|iminary Findings &
Recommendations

 Strongly and unanimously
endorse the purpose of CEAP.




B CEAP Blue Ribbon Panel

Change Direction and Emphasis

» CEAP purpose: help program managers and

policymakers implement existing programs
or design new programs to better achieve
objectives.
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CEAP Blue Ribbon Panel

Change Direction and Emphasis

e Short term:

— Focus on informing the 2007 farm
bill.
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CEAP Blue Ribbon Panel

Change Direction and Emphasis

e Redefine the “Cadillac”—ultimate vision
of what CEAP should be when 1t is
finished.

Current vision—annual, national-level,




B CEAP Blue Ribbon Panel

WL SWICS. O

Change Direction and Emphasis

e Current vision of the ultimate won’t

achieve CEAP’s larger purpose.

— “What if we are told EQIP reduced nitrate losses
by 80 million tons? Was that enough, should we

have done more how m N more?”’
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CEAP Blue Ribbon Panel

Change Direction and Emphasis

e Current vision: What did we do last year?

— EQIP reduced nutrient delivery to
streams by X in 2006.

— CSP sequestered Y tons of carbon in




CEAP Blue Ribbon Panel
Next Steps

e Help USDA identify “low-

hanging fruit” to inform 2007
farm bill debate.
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S on SWCS CEAP Activities

Literature Review & Synthesis

WL SWICS. O

Document what we know and don’t know
about the environment effects of
conservation practices applied to cropland—
consolidate environmental management
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SWCS CEAP Activities

Literature Review & Synthesis

RAINFED IRRIGATED
CROPLAND CROPLAND

Soil Mgmt Randall Reeder Dale Westermann
Ohio State University |USDA-ARS

Water Mgmt Jim Baker Dean Eisenhauer
lowa State University |University of Nebraska

Nutrient Mgmt Andrew Sharpley Gary Hergert
John Schmidt University of Nebraska
USDA-ARS

Pest Mgmt Don Wauchope Rick Roush
USDA-ARS University of California

Landscape Mgmt |Richard Lowrance USDA-ARS



SWCS CEAP Activities

Literature Review & Synthesis

 SWCS coordinating its efforts
with The Wildlife Society (TWS).

TWS i1s reviewing fish and
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The Soil and Water Conservation Society

(SWCS) is a nonprofit scientific and educational
organization—founded in 1943—that serves as an advocate
for professional resource conservationists and
environmental managers and for science-based conservation

and environmental practice, programs, and policy.

SWCS has over 7,000 members around the world. Our
mission is to foster the science and art of natural resource
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